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EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV BQG AKB 

SUB J : CONDITIONS OF HESS' IMPRISONMENT 

SUMMARY: STORY ON HESS APPEARD IN AUGUST 1 1 STERN 
MAGAZINE WITH TELEPHOTO PICTURES OF HESS IN GARDEN. 

STORY ALLEGED ONLY WESTERN TV BROADCAST WERE CENSORED: 

IN RESPONSE TO PRESS INQUIRY, WE SET RECORD STRAIGHT. 

DURING USCOB S AMERICAN MONTH INSPECTION VISIT TO HESS ON 
AUG 11, LATTER COMPLAINED ABOUT PRESS AND TV CENSORSHIP. 

WESTERN GOVERNORS HAVE AGREED TO SEEK REMOVAL OF TV 
CENSORSHIP AT FIRST FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY. THEY NOTE, 

HOWEVER, THAT GETTING SOVIETS TO AGREE TO TV, ADDITIONAL 
HOURS IN GARDEN, AN EXTRA VISIT EACH MONTH WAS MAJOR 
ACCOMPLISHMENT WHICH THEY PREFERRED TO SEE DIGESTED 
BEFORE THEY ASKED SOVIETS FOR NEW IMPROVEMENTS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DER STERN AUGUST 1 1 CARRIES SHORT PIECE REPORTING 
IMPROVEMENTS IN CONDITIONS OF HESS' IMPRISONMENT. 
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STORY CLAIMS HOWEVER THAT WHILE HESS CAN SEE ANY EAST 
GERMAN TELEVISION PROGRAM, WESTERN PROGRAMS ARE 
CENSORED. SPRINGER PRESS QUERIED US ON THIS POINT 
AUGUST 10. WITH BRITISH AND FRENCH CLEARANCES WE 
TOLD SPRINGER THAT INFORMATION WAS INCORRECT. AND THAT ALL 
TV PROGRAMS VISIBLE IN THE BERLIN AREA ARE SUBJECT 
TO CENSORHIP. (INCIDENTIALLY, PICTURES OF HESS IN 
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GARDEN WERE CLEARLY TAKEN BY TELEPHONE LENS). 

2. USCOB, ACCOMPANIED BY ACTING POLAD, MADE MONTHLY 
INSPECTION DURING AMERICAN MONTH ON AUGUST 1 1 . 

IN PRESENCE OF ALL GOVERNORS, HESS SAID HE DID NOT 
UNDERSTAND WHY HE WAS NOT ALLOWED TO SEE ANY NEWS 
BROADCASTS AT ALL ON TV. HE SHOWED USCOB A MUCH- 
CENSORED COPY OF THE FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINER ZEITUNG 
THAT HE AS READING. HE ALSO MENTIONED THAT HIS 
PROBLEMS WERE CREATED SOLELY BY THE SOVIETS. HE 
ALSO ASKED RHETORICALLY WHAT HE COULD DO EVEN IF 
HE WERE ABLE TO READ THE ENTIRELY OF THE FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINER ZEITUNG. 

3. AFTER DECISION WAS TAKEN TO PERMIT HESS TO WATCH 
TV, GOVERNORS AGREED THAT BRITISH, WHO HAVE ALWAYS 
ACTED AS ALLIED CENSORS, AND SOVIETS WOULD DECIDE 
WHICH TV PROGRAMS HE SHOULD NOT RPT NOT SEE. IN 
PRACTICE, THE SOVIET AND BRITISH CENSORS TAKE THE 
GERMAN TV WEEKLY WHICH CONTAINS SYNOPSES OF 

ALL PROGRAMS AVAILABLE IN BERLIN. AFTER A VERY 
FREW PROGRAMS HAVE BEEN DELETED, HESS IS THEN 
GIVEN A TYPED LIST OF PROGRAMS FROM WHICH HE CAN 
CHOOSE. NEWS BROADCASTS HAVE THUS FAR BEEN FORBIDDEN 
AT SOVIET REQUEST. THE CHIEF WARDEN, WHOSE NATIONALITY 
IS DETERMINED BY THE DAILY DUTY ROSTER WHICH HAS 
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THREE OF FOUR ON DUTY FOR EIGHT HOURS EACH DAY, IS 
ALWAYS PRESENT IN HESS'S CELL WHEN HE WATCHES TELE- 
VISION. 
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4. WE FIND IT INCOMPREHENSIBLE THAT HESS SHOULD NOT 
BE ALLOWED TO SEE ANY NEWS BROADCASTS, PARTICULARLY 
SINCE A CHIEF WARDEN IS THERE TO TURN THE SET OFF ON 
THE VERY UNLIKELY CHANCE THAT THE NEWS MAY CONTAIN 
SOME ITEM ABOUT THE NAZI PERIOD, WAR CRIMINALS, 

THE STATE OF DEMARCHES ON HESS' BEHALF OR SUCH 
ITEMS WHICH IT IS DEEMED HE SHOULD NOT SEE. 

ACCORDINGLY. THE THREE WESTERN GOVERNORS INTEND TO 
PUSH FOR AN END OF CENSORHIP AT AN EARLY OPPORTUNITY. 

THEIR INITIAL FEELING WAS THAT IT WAS BETTER TO 
DIGEST CURRENT IMPROVEMENTS: I.E. TV, EXTRA TIME 
IN GARDEN, AND TWO VISITS A MONTH, BEFOFE PUSHING 
SOVIETS FOR MORE. SUBSEQUENTLY, A PROBLEM STILL NOT 
SOLVED AROSE IN RESPECT TO A TURKISH EMPLOYEE WHOM 
THE SOVIETS WANT DISMISSED, BUT WITHOUT PROVIDING 
SOLID EVIDENCE ON WRONG-DOING. AS SOON AS THIS 
PROBLEM IS RESOLVED, GOVERNORS WILL PUSH FOR REMOVAL 
OF CENSORHSIP AND OTHER LESS IMPORTANT IMPROVEMENTS 
IN PRISON REGIME. SOVIET GOVERNOR BOBOVNIKOV 
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CONTINUES TO BE VERY COOPERATIVE. HE HAS MADE CLEAR, 

HOWEVER, THAT NOT ALL HIS SUPERIORS WANT TO SEE 
ANYTHING DONE FOR HESS, AND HE HAS TO MOVE CAREFULLY. 

5. HESS COMPLAINED ON AUGUST 1 1 AGAIN ABOUT HIS 
STOMACH CRAMPS BUT OTHERWISE SEEMED IN AS GOOD 
HEALTH AS CAN BE EXPECTED. THE US GOVERNOR INFORMS 
US THAT HE HAS BEEN A DIFFERENT MAN SINCE HE HAS 
BEEN ABLE TO WATCH TELEVISION. HE IS VERY CAREFUL 
ABOUT THE PROGRAMS HE PICKS AND CLEARLY ENJOYS 
SOCCER GAMES AND SCIENTIFIC SUBJECTS. TV HAS 
APPARENTLY ALREADY MADE A CONSIDERABLE DIFFERENCE 
TO HIS PRISON LIFE. 

6. USCOB CONCURS.GEORBE 
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